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Indonesias population of 253.6 million is
diverse, consisting of approximately 300
ethnic groups speaking an estimated 700
languages and dialects. One unifying
feature of life among the Indonesians is
their national language: Bahasa Indonesia.
Introduced to the nation by traders, it
spread throughout the country as a kind of
lingua franca. It became the national
language of unity in 1928 and later the
national language of the Republic of
Indonesia in 1945. Dialect variations of
Bahasa Indonesia, a standardized form of
Malay, are spoken by about 200 million
people in Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore,
and Brunei. Approximately 30 million
people throughout Indonesia speak Bahasa
Indonesia as a first language, and another
140 million speak it as a second. Most
Indonesians are bilingual, learning a local
language first and later learning Bahasa
Indonesia. Approximately 20% of the
population learns it as a first language with
the rest learning it in school where Bahasa
Indonesia is the language of instruction.
Increasingly, more Indonesians are raised
in a bilingual environment, and code
switching between languages is a common
practice. Today, at least 85% of
Indonesians are fluent speakers of the
national language although indigenous
languages are often spoken in rural areas.
This book, produced by Defense Language
Institute Foreign Language Center
(DLIFLC), provides comprehensive
information about Indonesia and the
Bahasa Indonesia culture. Chapter topics
include religion, traditions, family life and
differences in the lifestyles of urban and
rural populations as well as detailed
discussion of geography, history and their
economy, form of government, society and
security and much more. 119 pages; dozens
of photos, illustration and charts in full
color. This is a Print Replica that maintains
the formatting and layout of the original
edition and offers many of the advantages
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